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Whereas, since the 1870s, minority groups 

such as Black Americans in the South have 
suffered from the oppressive effects of Jim 
Crow laws that were designed to prevent po-
litical, economic, and social mobility; 

Whereas Black Americans, Latinos, Asian 
Americans, Native Americans, and other 
underrepresented voters were subject to vio-
lence, poll taxes, literacy tests, all-White 
primaries, property ownership tests, and 
grandfather clauses that were designed to 
suppress the right of those individuals to 
vote; 

Whereas 5,200,000 people in the United 
States are currently banned from voting be-
cause of a felony conviction, including 1 in 16 
Black adults, due to the shameful entangle-
ment of racial injustice in the criminal legal 
system and voting access in the United 
States; 

Whereas members of the aforementioned 
groups and others are currently, in some 
cases, subject to intimidation, voter roll 
purges, and financial barriers that act effec-
tively as modern-day poll taxes; 

Whereas, in 1965, Congress passed the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.) 
to protect the right of Black Americans and 
other traditionally disenfranchised groups to 
vote, among other reasons; 

Whereas, in 2013, in the landmark case of 
Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013), 
the Supreme Court of the United States in-
validated section 4 of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, dismantling the preclearance for-
mula provision in that Act that protected 
voters in States and localities that histori-
cally have suppressed the right of minorities 
to vote; 

Whereas, since the invalidation of the 
preclearance formula provision of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, gerrymandered districts 
in many States have gone unchallenged and 
have become less likely to be invalidated by 
the courts; 

Whereas these gerrymandered districts 
have been found to have discriminatory im-
pacts on traditionally disenfranchised mi-
norities through tactics that include ‘‘crack-
ing’’, diluting the voting power of minorities 
across many districts, and ‘‘packing’’ or con-
centrating minority voters’ power in one dis-
trict to reduce their voting power in other 
districts; 

Whereas the courts have found the con-
gressional and, in some cases, State legisla-
tive district maps, in Texas, North Carolina, 
Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Wisconsin 
to be gerrymandered districts that were cre-
ated to favor some groups over others; 

Whereas the decision of the Supreme Court 
in Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 
(2013), calls on Congress to update the for-
mula in the Voting Rights Act of 1965; 

Whereas these restrictive voting laws en-
compass cutbacks in early voting, voter roll 
purges, placement of faulty equipment in mi-
nority communities, requirement of photo 
identification, and the elimination of same- 
day registration; 

Whereas these policies could outright dis-
enfranchise or make voting much more dif-
ficult for more than 80,000,000 minority, el-
derly, poor, and disabled voters, among other 
groups; 

Whereas, in 2016, discriminatory laws in 
North Carolina, Wisconsin, North Dakota, 
and Texas were ruled to violate voters’ 
rights and overturned by the courts; 

Whereas the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘COVID–19’’) 
public health emergency has only exacer-
bated the state of elections and the difficul-
ties voters face in obtaining access to the 
ballot; 

Whereas a lack of fair and safe election 
policies threatens minority communities, 
which have been disproportionately im-

pacted and disenfranchised due to the 
COVID–19 pandemic, and their access to the 
ballot; 

Whereas addressing the challenges of ad-
ministering future elections requires in-
creasing the accessibility of vote-by-mail 
and other limited-contact options to ensure 
the protection of voters’ health and safety 
amid a global pandemic; 

Whereas, as voting by mail becomes a safer 
and more accessible option for voters to ex-
ercise their constitutional right to vote dur-
ing the unprecedented times caused by the 
COVID–19 pandemic, the work of the United 
States Postal Service will be of paramount 
importance in successfully conducting elec-
tions; 

Whereas Congress must work to combat 
any attempts to dismantle or underfund the 
United States Postal Service or obstruct the 
passage of the mail as blatant tactics of 
voter suppression and election interference; 

Whereas following the 2020 elections there 
has been a relentless attack on the right to 
vote with more than 400 bills having been in-
troduced to roll back the right to vote, in-
cluding such bills being introduced in almost 
every State and at least 31 of such bills hav-
ing been signed into law in 18 States; 

Whereas there is much more work to be 
done to ensure all citizens of the United 
States have the right to vote through free, 
fair, and accessible elections, and Congress 
must exercise its Constitutional authority to 
protect the right to vote; 

Whereas National Voter Registration Day 
is September 22; and 

Whereas September 2021 would be an appro-
priate month to designate as ‘‘National Vot-
ing Rights Month’’ and to ensure that, 
through the registration of voters and 
awareness of elections, the democracy of the 
United States includes all citizens of the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2021 as ‘‘National 

Voting Rights Month’’; 
(2) encourages all people in the United 

States to uphold the right of every citizen to 
exercise the sacred and fundamental right to 
vote; 

(3) encourages Congress to pass— 
(A) the For the People Act of 2021 (S. 2093 

and H.R. 1 of the 117th Congress), to increase 
voters’ access to the ballot, prohibit the use 
of deceptive practices to intimidate voters, 
end gerrymandering, create automatic voter 
registration, limit the power of restrictive 
voter identification laws, make critical in-
vestments in election infrastructure and 
technology, and address corruption in cam-
paign finance and ethics; 

(B) the Freedom to Vote Act (S. 2747 of the 
117th Congress), to set basic national stand-
ards to make sure all people in the United 
States can cast their ballots in the way that 
works best for them, regardless of what ZIP 
code they live in, improve access to the bal-
lot for people in the United States, advance 
commonsense election integrity reforms, and 
protect the democracy of the United States 
from relentless attacks; 

(C) the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act of 2021 (H.R. 4 of the 117th 
Congress), to restore the protections of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et 
seq.) that prohibit discriminatory voting 
practices, remove barriers to voting, and 
provide protections for minority voters in 
States with a history of voting discrimina-
tion; 

(D) the Democracy Restoration Act (S. 481 
of the 117th Congress), to restore Federal 
voting rights to citizens after release from 
imprisonment, honoring the responsibilities 
of citizenship and civic engagement nec-
essary for building healthy and safe commu-
nities, while welcoming the contributions of 

people returning home after imprisonment; 
and 

(E) other voting rights legislation that 
seeks to advance voting rights and protect 
elections in the United States; 

(4) recommends that public schools and 
universities in the United States develop an 
academic curriculum that educates students 
about— 

(A) the importance of voting, how to reg-
ister to vote, where to vote, and the different 
forms of voting; 

(B) the history of voter suppression in the 
United States before and after passage of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965; and 

(C) current measures that have been taken 
to restrict the vote; 

(5) encourages the United States Postal 
Service to issue a special John R. Lewis 
stamp during the month of September— 

(A) to honor the life and legacy of John R. 
Lewis in supporting voting rights; and 

(B) to remind people in the United States 
that ordinary citizens risked their lives, 
marched, and participated in the great de-
mocracy of the United States so that all citi-
zens would have the fundamental right to 
vote; and 

(6) invites Congress to allocate the req-
uisite funds for public service announce-
ments on television, radio, newspapers, mag-
azines, social media, billboards, buses, and 
other forms of media— 

(A) to remind people in the United States 
when elections are being held; 

(B) to share important registration dead-
lines; and 

(C) to urge people to get out and vote. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 402—PRO-
VIDING FOR A CORRECTION IN 
THE ENGROSSMENT OF S. RES. 
357 
Mr. HAWLEY submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 402 
Resolved, That in the engrossment of the 

resolution S. Res. 357, the Secretary of the 
Senate shall make the following correction: 

(1) In the sixth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘and youngest’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 403—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2021 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL HEALTHY AGING 
MONTH’’ TO RAISE AWARENESS 
OF AND ENCOURAGE HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLE BEHAVIORS AND THE 
PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT 
OF CHRONIC HEALTH CONDI-
TIONS AMONG OLDER ADULTS 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 

himself, Mr. KELLY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. 
BRAUN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and 
Mr. BURR) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES 403 

Whereas individuals who are 65 years of 
age or older are the fastest growing segment 
of the population in the United States, and 
the number of older adults in the United 
States will increase from approximately 
56,100,000 in 2020 to an estimated 80,800,000 by 
2040; 

Whereas 90 percent of the $3,800,000,000,000 
in annual health care expenditures in the 
United States are for people with chronic 
physical and mental health conditions; 
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